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Sir: 

This response is responsive to the Final Office Action dated September 21, 2001. In 
view of the amendments to the claims and the remarks put forth below, reconsideration and 
allowance are respectfully requested. 

Please make the following amendments. 

In the Claims 

1. (amended) An assay method for a compound which inhibits the binding between 
XRCC4 (XR-1 Cell Complementing 4) and DNA ligase IV, or XRCC4 and DNA-PKcs/Ku (DNA- 
dependent Protein Kinase catalytic subunit/Ku) , or XRCC4, DNA ligase IV and DNA-PKcs/Ku, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

(i) bringing into contact XRCC4, a test compound and one or more components selected 
from the group consisting of DNA ligase IV and DNA-PKcs/Ku; under conditions wherein, in the 
absence of said test compound being an inhibitor of binding, said XRCC4 binds to said one or 
more components selected from the group consisting of DNA ligase IV and DNA-PKcs/Ku; and 
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